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Dr. James Makittrick Adair. 


St. Catherine's Hermitage, 
. 9, 1989... > 


SIR, 


I YESTERDAY borrowed of a friend in 
Bath, the ſecond edition of your celebrated 
Cautions, of which I had not before ſeen a 
ſingle line, nor ſcarce heard a ſingle ſen- 
tence quoted from it; only, that I had the 


B 2 honour 


[#41 


honour of being marked as one of the 


three Empirical Vermin who have under- 


taken the grovelling taſt of nibbling at pon, 


and that you defy either of the Triumvi- 


rate to arraign you of unjuſt, ungenerous, 


or illiberal conduct. 


The character, Sir, in which every man 
in Bath underſtands I am ſo infamouſly 
marked is, that of being a Murder-monger, 
an Aſſaſſin, and a Writer* in an Evening 

s RY Paper ; 


«. Of Freeman, the blackſmith and farrier, 
ſome notice is taken in the preface; the other is ſaid to be a 
hireling febricater of anecdotes, and r to an 
ang newſpaper. 


«Theſe three empirical vermin, conſcious of their inability 
to bring forward any charge that could affect the author's mo- 
ral and medical character, have undertaken the grovelling taſk 

| = 
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Paper; to which I will add, that I have 
a libellous paper in my poſſeſſion of your 
hand-writing, wherein you addreſs me 
alſo as a Hoary- headed Aſaſin; nor is that 
the leaſt offenſive part of the paper. 


It therefore behoves you, Sir, from the 


7 


BOLD CHALLENGE you have put forth in 
p. 427, - 


of nibbling at his paternal and maternal ſurnames; and as 
quacks are profeſſionally habituated to chicanery and impoſ- 
ture, it is not ſurprifing that neither the farrier nor the mar- 
der-monger have, in their frivolous attacks, been guilty of 
uttering a ſingle truth, except his having formerly reſided at 
Antigua.” Medical Cautions, p. 426, note. 


if this reſpeable triumvirate will bring forward 
a ſingle well-authenticated fact, which ſhall arraign the author 
of unjuſt, ungenerous, or illiberal conduct, he hereby, in the 
moſt ſolemn manner, aſſures them and their informer, of entire 
exemption from legal queſtion or proſecution.ʒꝰ 

Page 427. 


E 
p. 427, either to ſhew that I am a murder- 
monger and an aſſaſſin, (for as to the n 
of writing in an Evening Paper, I ac- 
knowledge it) or you muſt, in the breaſt 
of every juſt, candid, honeſt, and liberal- 
minded man, appear to be the very aſ- 
ſaſſin and murder-monger you repreſent 


me to be. 


Dio it therefore, and juſtify yourſelf in 
the eyes of your neighbours. You may 
do it with ſafety, for I will neither read, 


nor even hear one word of it.— lt 
will be needleſs ſo to do, for nothing 
you can ſay will prove, that you and your 
family did not, about two years ſince, fa- 
vour me with your company at breakfaſt, 
during the fatal illneſs of my departed | 
daughter, 


a 


daughter, whom you then knew to be under 
the care of that excellent phyſician, and 


my moſt intimate friend, Dr MILMAx. 


Now, Sir, did you not, before you left 
the Hermitage, call me on one ſide, and 
thus addreſs me in the language of a 
friend? for ſo you profeſſed yourſelf to 
be; and, indeed, I believe you felt much 
good-will towards me, I believe it, be- 


cauſe Jam ſure I did towards you and 


yours. I ſay, Sir, did you not then ſay 


to me, that though Dr. MiLMAx is 
8 unqueſtionably a very ingenious man, 
< and an able phyſician, yet you thought 
« Miſs THICKNESSE's caſe ſuch an one, as 
2 required the attention of a phyſician - | 
C upon the ſpot;” adding at the ſame 


time, 
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BE 
time, in a ſeeming generous and friendly 
manner, that « you was truly at her's and 
te my ſervice, and defired I would permit 
« you to viſit me the next morning, to 
ei examine her—to conſider her caſe—and 


* to render her all and every ſervice in 
your power?“ 


Now, Sir, I am upon a ſick bed, and 
rather in a diſpoſition to forget and for- 
give an injury, than provoke a miſunder- 
ſtanding with any man; yet in juſtice to 
myſelf, and in eontradiction to your bold 


challenge, I do fay, (and if it were neceſ- 


ſary I would ſwear it) that this paper 
contains the truth, and nothing exagge- 
rated: for I did accept your kind offer®, 


* The Medical medley had not THEN appeared, or I ſhould 
have civilly declined the offer, = 


E 1 


and in conſequence thereof neglected to 


write (as J had conſtantly done before) to 
Dr. MiILMAx, in expectation of ſeeing you 


the next day. But alas! the next—the 


next—and the next day came! till I had 


neglected my dear child for a compleat 


week, without either ſeeing of or hearing 


from you! By which ungenerous and illi- 


_ beral conduct of yours, it is probable, I loſt 
the only child of ſeveral, who bid fair to 


become an ornament to her ſex, and a 


comfort to her afflicted parents. 


About ten days after this liberal and 
generous offer which you made me, J acci- 
dentally met you in the ſtreets of Bath. 
You looked (as well you | might) confu- 


ſed, and could not but perceive and know 


La) 


_— | my 


a 


my ſentiments. I aſked you why you 
had neglected to perform your own vo- 
luntary promiſe, and why you had reg- 
lected to let me know you had altered your 
intention of vifiting my daughter? be- 
cauſe you had deprived me thereby of 
writing to my friend, and my dear child 
of his aſſiſtance, for more than a week, 


and that too in the moſt critical time of 
her diſorder. o 


You then obſerved, that you were ſoon 
to leave Bath, to viſit the ſea-ſide, and that 
to begin with a caſe of ſuch delicacy, and 
not to go through with it, would be nei- 
ther ſafe or proper. Upon which I took 
an everlaſting farewell of you, (not an 
angry one, for I was in too afflicted a tate 


* 


111 


of mind to be ſo) and ſoon after my dear 
child did the ſame of her affectionate 
parents. | 


Now, Sir, if it were aſked me, why this 
ſudden change in your conduct? I ſhould 
anſwer, that I believe it did not ariſe from 
want of good-will either to me, or a wil- 
lingneſs in you to aſſiſt my daughter; but 
that upon ſecond thoughts, and a ſerious 
confideration of your own caſe, as well as 

her's, you thought, If this girl dies, I 
„fear it will prove no favourable ſymptom 
« towards the promotion of that practice 
e have in view, by writing myſelf into it 
*« af Bath; if the firſt patient I engage 
* to heal fails, I may fail too—I will 
not go.“ lh 
If, 


2-6 
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If, therefore, the Publick think as 1 do, 
(and the Publick are apt to think juſtly) 
you ſtand arraigned, Sir, at the bar of 

that public, of UNJUsT, UNGENEROUS, and 
ILLIBERAL CONDUCT; if not, they will 
acquit you. In either caſe I can forgive 


you. 


PHILIP THICKNESSE. 


P. S. You inſinuate that I am a Murder- 
monger and a Quack, for having procured 
for my friends the Hemlock and Cicuta 

: Pills, prepared at Vienna. I did fo; and 
I have a right to ſay I procured them for 
good purpoſes; for in the courſe of one year 

Sir Joux DunTze took at leaſt thirty 

thouſand 


1 


* 


thouſand grains of thoſe porſonous pills; yet 
he is ſtill alive, and enjoys better health 
than he has for many years paſt,* which 
he attributes to that medicine. I have ſup- 
plied too, many other of my friends with 
the ſame; but Sir Joun DuNTzE alone paid 
me for what I had expended in procuring 
them; ſo that, like other ſeoret murderers, 
I bought my own poiſon, adminiſtered it, 


and you have rewarded me. 


Extract of a Letter from Sir Joun DunTzE :— 


Oct. 15th, 1787. 

te Your obliging letter found me in what 1 may almoſt 
ce venture to call an unuſual ſtate—the gout in my hand; for 
«© I have been for ſome months freer from that com Poon than 
* for many years paſt, My fits, thank 'God, are certainly 
« leſs frequent, and not fo painful; and if it were not for the 
* calcareous concretions, I ſhould not deſpair of dancing a 
66 minuet before I die.“ 


Before 


ut 


Before I quit the ſubject, permit me to 
add, that you repeatedly told me I had 


been very injudicious in publiſhing Abbe 
Mann's caſe and cure, and laying the 
medicine ſo openly before the public, for 
the general benefit of mankind; that you 
had a very high opinion of its efficacy, 
and corrected the miſtake I had made in 
the publication relative to the hemlock, 


from Chambers's Dictionary. 


As to my brother Quack, Mr. TiCckELL, 
I knew little of him, till I found, or 
thought I found benefit by the uſe of his 
excellent preparation of ther; but ſince 
that, a blood-veſlel having broke upon my 
lungs, and placed my life in a perilous 
ſituation, I have had an opportunity of 


experiencing 


1 


experiencing his ſkill and attention, in an 
high degree, having placed my life under 
his care in a ſituation I could have availed 
myſelf of the medical aſſiſtance of many 
gentlemen eminent in their profeſſions, 
and reſpectable in their characters; but I 
thought it a piece of juſtice due to a gen- | 
tleman, who has been by you ſo wantonly, 


illiberally, and unjuſtly cenſured. 


If Sir, after having thus treated me with 
the appellations of Ass AssId and Mu- 
' DERER, I have now and then let off a ſquib 
in that wicked evening paper the St. James's 
Chronicle, which may have ſinged your 


fingers, that ſame publick I now appeal to 
may be diſpoſed to think it all fair; eſpe- 
cially, as however ck in anger I may 


be, 


146 


be, I am alſo as ready to forget and to 
forgive an injury—to prove which, Sir, I 
hereby declare, I forgive you. I for- 
gave Lord ORWELL, who ruined me and 
my family; and he acknowledged before 
he died, that he was the firſt aggreſſor, 
and ſo were you; and it is the firſt agreſ- | 

ſor in all ſquabbles between man and man | 
who are the REAL CRIMINALS, and an- 


ſwerable for all future conſequences. 


Muſt not your zumerous readers then 
laugh, when they arrive at a chapter writ- 
ten by you, on the paſſions of the mind? 
for what could be the ſtate of your mind, 

Sir, when you not only ſaid, but ſat down 
more than once, deliberately to write, and 
to exhibit it in print, that I am a Mur- 


derer, 


derer, an Aſaſin, a Quack, and a Villain! 
Think of this ſeriouſly 1 in your laſt hours; 
for unleſs you know me to be one of that 
claſs of murderous vermin, your thoughts 


then muſt'be vERY SERIOUS INDEED. 


I have lately paſſed through all the pains 
and penalties of death, and am far from 
thinking, either from my age or my infir- 
.mities, that I have long to live; but during 
thoſe hours of ſerious reflection, in the 
name of GOD, who knew my heart, I de- 
clare, I felt no ſymptom of com pundction 
from any part of my conduct towards 
you, — no, nor even a ſymptom of reſent- 
ment; and if in thoſe trying hours, which 
cannot be very remote from either you 
or me, you can ſay 1T 18 THE SAME 


D | WITH 


1 18 1 * 


wiTH vou, tant meux; i. e. ſo much 


the better. 1 explain theſe two French 
words, Sir, becauſe I know, that though 
you have larded your book with a few 

morccaus, you are as ignorant of that lan- 
guage as your friend Reddy-Coat, nay more 
ſo; for you can neither ſpeak it, read it, 
nor write it. „ 


* 


To conclude, Sir— 


Reſentment has not produced chis let- 
ter, but you have ſo boldly thrown down 
the Glove, that filence to ſuch a challen ge 
would have appeared downright cowardice, 
or want of matter ſuthcient to take up the 
GAUNTLET; and I dare ſay Mr, TicKELL 
will in due time take up that thrown at 


2 him 
\ : 8 


E * = 


tim and his zthereal preparation, much to 


his honour, and to your ſhame, 


The third I»ſz# pointed at, I really do 
not know, unleſs it be my brother — 
Dr. FREEMAN, | 

After your unmanly, ungenerous, and illi- 
beral neglect of my dear daughter, I had 
prepared a comparative view of the caſes 
publiſhed by you, and thoſe publiſhed by 
Dr. Jas GRAHam; for he too, as well 
as you, has M. D. annexed to his name, 
Now whoever will give themſelves the 
trouble of ſeeing what the ſenſible Editor 
has ſaid of you and you: writings, in laſt 
September month of tie European Maga- 


zine, will there fin: my compariſons were 
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not ill- founded ; but having mentioned my- | 
intention of publiſhing thoſe caſes to a 


judicious friend of mine at Bath, UE arg 1 


me to put it by, adding, © T have heard the 


* Doctor ſpeak very handſomely of you, 
1 « therefore let the matter drop.” I did ſo; 
threw the MS. upon a ſhelf, and never 
ſhould have thought of that or you more, 
had not you lugged ſuch an inſignificant 
Vermin as I am into your Medical Cau- 


tions, under the character of an Afaſſin, a 


Villain, and a Murder-Monger; appellati- 


ons of a very SERIOUS NATURE, and of 


more IMPORTANCE to you than to me. 


QUERY: Were you, Doctor, during 
your reſidence .neaz Andover, or during 
your long ſejour at Arvigua, ever known 

by 


by any other name than Makittricłk? 
Your own brother, who died at Win- 
cheſter lately, was never known by any 
other, and was highly offended with 
you for taking that of Adair: he ſaid it 
Was a reflection on your father's memory, 
and ſcoffed it.— Juſtly ſo; for why, after 
wearing your farher's name for threeſcore 
years, but for ſome ſiniſter view, did you 
quit it, loaded as you are with independence, 
and fortified with importance? 


You boaſt, Sir, I think, of being bred 
in the only College where medical know- 
ledge 1s to be obtained in Great-Britain. 
It is preſumed, therefore, that they nei- 
ther teach law, divinity, nor that kind of 
addreſs, either in manners or language, 


which 
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which entitles a ſtudent to the appellation 


of being a gentleman, or you would not 
have ventured to have violated every pre- 
tenſion to law, knowledge, or attention to 
yourſelf, by putting into my hands a pa- 
per, which the firſt lawyer in the kingdom 
has pronounced to be à violent inflam- 
mable libel, and ſuch an one, as there 
cannot a doubt remain, but contains 


matter enough to ſend you to 4 certain 


College in St. George's Fields; but J know 


how to make allowances for a man who 

was whimſey-headed long before he put it 

under the ſcorching ſun of the torrid 

z0ne. Now methinks I hear thee call 

out with King John, 

iin ns Gk: dt for th Bons Alps, 
To tumble on and cool this inward heat, 


That rages as a furnace ſeven · fold hot.“ 


1 


(5) 


It 1s 3 to your honour, that 


the runaway wild negro inſinuation is 


founded on my own relation to you, and 
that all us runaways- were then under the 
command of a gallant young man, really 
named Jamts ApaiR, who was killed 
before Bocca-Chica; but then he was an 
Iriſh Jauxs ADAIR, and no ways related 
to M. iſs Adair of Scotland, your mamma, 
whoſe maiden name you have, for reaſons 
beſt known to yourſelf, ſo late in life taken 
up, and laid down your papa's, Now, 
Doctor, ſeriouſly conſider, whethed a little 
of the Vienna Medicine would not be of 
fervice to you? | You know that upon ſome 
eccafions the ancients recommended a trip 
to Anticyra, as you do a trip to Madeira, 
[** Navigat Anticyra”] for in that iſland 

| it 
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it was where the cicuta and hemlock grew 
in ſuch abundance. t DO 


The readers of this epiſile are ſeriouſly 4 
deſired to ſee an account -of a new-diſco- | 
vered chymical medicine, prepared by Mr. 
TicxzLL, of Queen-Square, Bath. It i 18 
an Anodyne Ethereal Spirit, which has 
effected many very extraordinary cures, 

and conſequently raiſed the envy and jea- 
louſy of a few dunces ; ; (for, as Swirr 
juſtly obſerved, 10 You may know” ſaid 
he, « when a genius appears in the world; 
* by this mark—that all the dunces are 
e in confederacy againſt him.“ In that 
little bock 4 word or #wo is addreſſed to 

Dr. James MaAxITTRICK ADAIR ; and 1 
am informed that a ſecond edition will 


ſoon 


ſoon appear, with 4 word or two nore, 
equally well applied, unleſs the words, 
more or leſs, which appeared in the Euro- 
pean | Magazine and Literary Review for 
October 1 786, ſhould n the Doctor 
| to ſhift his ground. 


Pr. A. deſires Mr. Cruttwell will inform the hoary- 
c headed aſſaſſin, the author of the raſcally threatened 
* advertiſement, that actuated by the ſpirit of an old ſol- 

dier who never ſhrunk from his colours, he deſpiſes and 
4 defies him. He has not the leaſt objection to the in- 
& ſertion of the advertiſement, but inſiſts that it be im- 
« raediately followed in the ſame page by the annexed: _ 


« Abſentem qui rodit amicum hic niger eſt, 
0 Hunc tu Romane caveto.“ Hor, _ 
i. e. He who ſlanders an abſent friend, is a 
man of a black and infamous character; of him 
let every Roman beware. 1 


. « ADVERTISEMENT. 
In the Preſs, and ſpeedily will be n 
«A Miſcellaneous Eſſay, containing WT 
«1. An account of a miraculous military exploit 
« * againſt the runaway 3 at Jamaica, 
1741. K 


/ 
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cc 244. Secret, moſt confidential, and therefore ſacred, 

« correſpondence between the Editor and a noble Lord; 
cc containing a ſeries of genuine letters political, ceco- 
« nomical, matrimonial, and farcical: the originals of 
« which will be depoſited in the Britiſh Muſeum. 
« 34h. A faithful relation of a villainous expedient by 
_ © which an innocent man was committed to the Baſtile | 
« for high treaſon. 

« 4 hy. A candid diſſertation on the ſpecific ial infal- 
e ljble power of pills comp of hemlock and wolfs- 
„ pane, im curable orineural a dedicine Which 
< will be ſold dig- cheap, as it is neitfier licenſed nor 
« ſtamped. 

ce 5thly. A full account of an extraordinary letter, with 
« a ſtill more extraordinary accompaniment, ſent by the 
« Bath poſt to a gentleman and his wife at. Turnham- 
G Green. | | 


« By PHILIP the WANDERER.” 


„N. B. If Philly Love has any appetite for further 
c hoftilities of any ſort or kind, the conſequence may 
< poſſibly bring on ſuch a paroxyſm of palpitation as 
« Tickell's noſtrum may not even palliate. His bro- 
« ther quack has miſtaken his eaſe; it proceeds from a 
e malignant cankered polypus of the heart. An accu- 
rate anatomical and pathological deſcription will be 
© given in the St. 3 $ ag with a phyſiolo- 1 


* f * 


ff 
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« gical eſſay on the nature of —— —— — 
* found in the pericardium.” 


, Two or three Latin words not intelligible in the MS, 
copy are here omitted. 


Fe 
- 


N. B. Mr. T'HICKNESSE 1s every day to 
be ſeen alone near Bath; and as other aſ- 
ſaſſins may meet Hm. he always 1 
pared to defend himſelf; but he will not 
condeſcend to ſend a friend for an explana- 


tion with any man who, quack like, calls 


his fellow-creatures Vermin, Murderers, A. 


Aſaſſs, and Villains, 
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